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8. Pythias had lands and relations in Greece, and he
entreated as a favour to be allowed to return thither
and arrange his affairs, engaging to return within a
specified time to suffer death. The tyrant laughed his
request to scorn. Once safe out of Sicily, who would
answer for his return? Pythias made reply that he
had a friend, who would become security for his return;
and while Dionysius, the miserable man who trusted
nobody, was ready to scoff at his simplicity, another
Pythagorean, by name Damon, came forward and
offered to become surety for his friend, engaging that,
if Pythias did not return according to promise, he
himself would suffer death in his stead.

9.   Dionysius, much  astonished,  consented   to let
Pythias go, marvelling what would be the issue of the
affair.   Time went on, and Pythias did not appear.   The
Syracusans watched Damon, but he showed no uneasi-
ness.    He said he was secure of his friend's truth and
honour, and that if any accident had caused the delay
of his return, he should rejoice in dying to save the
life of one so dear to him.

10.  Even to the last day, Damon continued serene
and content, however it might fall out; nay, even when
the very hour drew nigh, and still no Pythias!    His
trust was so perfect, that he did not even grieve at
having to die for a faithless friend who had left him
to the fate to which he had unwarily pledged himself.
It wras not Pythias's own will, but the winds and waves,
so he still declared, when the decree was brought and
the instruments of death made ready.    The hour had
come, and a few moments  more would have  ended